
SECTION D 

 

CURRICULUM 



THE MONTESSORI CURRICULUM (Pre-Kindergarten) 
 
This Montessori curriculum will be implemented in conjunction with the Michigan Great Start 
School Readiness Program (MSRP) for pre-school students.  The method of curriculum delivery 
will be based on the Montessori Philosophy which is a developmentally appropriate practice and 
is accepted by the Michigan School Readiness Program.  The Montessori method is based on the 
work and writings of the Italian physician Marla Montessori.  This method appears to be the first 
curriculum model for children of pre-school age that was widely disseminated and replicated.  It 
is based on the idea that children teach themselves through their own experiences.   
 
This method provides a carefully prepared and ordered environment which focuses on five areas: 
practical life, sensory awareness education, language arts, mathematics and geometry, and 
cultural subjects.  Materials proceed from the simple to the complex and from the concrete to the 
abstract.  Through this delivery, the children will be exposed to many aspects of education.  The 
Montessori approach offers a broad vision of education as an aid to life.  It is designed to help 
children grow through the natural development of the child and by the natural curiosity and love 
for knowledge.  This curriculum is skill, mastery and research based.  The curriculum areas of 
the Montessori classroom are discussed in greater detail as follows: 
 
Practical Life: The lessons of Practical Life provide the basis for children to learn to take care 
of themselves, their environment, control of movement, the rules of the classroom and grace and 
courtesy.  It is designed to give children what is needed to function in the real world.  This area is 
easy for children to work in because it contains materials that they are familiar with such as 
buttoning, zipping, polishing, pouring, spooning, etc., although before entering the Montessori 
classroom they may not have had the opportunity to use these materials.  Four major purposes 
for the lessons in Practical Life are to help children establish order, concentration, control and 
independence, a foundation for more advanced lessons such as reading and math. 
 
Sensorial: Children of this age are very ready for sensory training.  Their senses are alert and 
ready for input.  The child is absorbing everything like a sponge and is eager to explore through 
the senses.  The sensorial Montessori materials provide the tools to meet this inner need to learn; 
this innate desire to explore, organize, understand and master the environment.  Through these 
materials the child will be able to fully develop his senses and also fine tune his gross and fine 
motor skills for later use in writing.  Through the use of sensorial materials, the child is learning 
observation skills, how to classify, generalize, analyze and make judgments, thus preparing him 
for math and language. 
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Pre-Language: The pre-language area is intended to prepare the child for success in reading.  
Through a series of exercises designed for individual and group activities the child will 
encounter many words and concepts, therefore expanding and enriching the child’s vocabulary. 
From the use of the sensorial materials, the child will have developed visual discrimination and 
will be able to perceive very small differences between letters and words when he begins to read. 
The pre-language area also enhances the ability to use top to bottom, left to right progression.  
The pre-language area helps the child to develop auditory discrimination, develop memory as 
well as develop logical thinking. 
 
Language: Language is the most important area in the Montessori classroom and therefore has a 
thorough and comprehensive language program.  Because language is taught as “fun,” the child 
is motivated to want to learn the important skills of reading, writing and communicating.  As 
previously stated, all exercises are focused toward preparing the child for language.  The 
Practical Life exercises have allowed the child to gain an orderly mind that is needed; the ability 
to concentrate; the coordination to manipulate a pencil, and the independence to want to master 
new learning situations.  Through sensorial training, the child has gained the ability to classify, to 
make judgments, to think logically and to develop all of the sensory skills to its fullest that are 
needed in language development.  The pre-language area has coordinated all of the skills needed 
for a child to succeed in the language area.  Reading, spelling and writing skills are taught in a 
carefully well-thought out progression.  Isolation of difficulty (teaching only one skill at a time) 
is essential.  Through teacher made activities and a few purchased items, the beautiful and 
inviting materials are placed in an orderly fashion in the classroom so that the children will want 
to work with them. 
 
Math: The mathematical mind of a child loves order and precision.  The child in the Montessori 
classroom is prepared for mathematics long before being introduced to the math materials.  
Through the use of Practical Life and Sensorial exercises, the child has learned to work 
independently, has learned order through following a sequence and has been trained to make 
comparisons.  Our goal in teaching mathematics is to help the child build a solid foundation in 
the understanding of mathematical concepts and eventually pass from concrete to abstract ideas.  
Our hope is to instill in each child a love for mathematics and an aptitude for reasoning.  We 
stress clear understanding of a concept through use of repeated manipulation of a specific 
material which will then develop into computational skills.  We provide an active learning 
process in which the child is active both physically and mentally.  We strive to guide the child so 
that he can discover the concept, move from simple to complex and move forward in 
mathematics. 
 
Science: Through hands on learning, the Montessori driven classroom is an excellent place for 
children to experience the world of science.  Children learn about botany, zoology, anatomy, 
astronomy and many other facets of science through work with puzzles, books, learning centers 
and real life specimens. 
 
 
 
 

7-d-2 



Geography: Children in the Montessori classroom revel in dancing, singing, acting and playing 
games that expose them to cultural differences in a fun and interactive way. Through the use of 
puzzle maps, books and other materials children learn about the world, land and water, 
continents and cultures. 
 
Fine Arts: Singing, games, poems, finger plays and art are a daily part of the Montessori 
classroom.  Songs are learned to help children remember concepts and ideas, greetings, and 
foreign languages. 
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